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the news agencies abroad, there are various specific
organizations abroad for influencing foreign opinion.

The Japan Society of London, the Japan Society of
New York, the British-, Russo-, German-, Chino-Japanese
Societies at Tokio, the American Peace Society of Japan, the
Peace Forum of Tokio, and a host of other similar organiza-
tions, are in fact, if not in theory, mediums for the dissemi-
nation of the official Japanese views on current events. I*,
is due to all of these different agencies that the world has
an idea of Japan which is really a picture of things as they
might be instead of things as they are. The " Peace
Society," as it has been worked by Germany and Japan,
is the greatest piece of humbug of the twentieth century,
It is the feeblest and most futile contraption of an age
which forms and welcomes unions and leagues for any object
under the sun or above it, and at the slightest provocation.
What is the good of preaching peace and universal brother-
hood to Japan, whose perennial pleasure is a violent tirade
on all white races ? Who can believe in the peaceful
promises of a nation that boasts the righteousness of war
and the virtues of assassination ? A Yankee once claimed
that a " mug " is born into the world every minute, and the
Japanese must rejoice exceedingly that a sufficient number
have survived their infantile troubles to become the
cackling parasites of their various " Peace " associations.
Few of them are sincere, and most of this smug brigade
earn their keep by the shrieking of cold-storage platitudes
in the intervals between banquets. " Friendship and
Fellowship " are exploded bubbles since the Californian
trouble, and peace-praters of the future will require a
more than average nerve and a real fund of logic to explain
away the frenzies of the Tokio press.

An important development in connection with the
management of foreign affairs in Japan has been the in-
sistent intrusion into the realms of diplomacy of the
leaders of finance. Baron Shibusawa and Mr. Nakano,
nicknamed by an irreverent foreign journal " The Heavenly
Twins/1 are never off the stage when diplomatic crises
occur. But such intervention is by no means confined